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The following checklist is designed for the Snowbird or Seasonal resident  
who will be leaving their property for months at a time.  

 Forward mail, stop newspaper delivery and change address for magazines as Post Office will only forward magazines 

for up to 60 days. Packages will not be forwarded. You can only forward mail for a minimum of two weeks and a 

maximum of one year. 

 Put motion-sensitive exterior lights and interior lights on timers and set them to come on at varying times to make your 

home look occupied. 

 Replace batteries in smoke/CO2 detectors and thermostats. 

 Contact cable, Internet and voice provider and put Vacation Hold* in place. There may be a small charge but it will save 

you money each month and you will avoid the disconnect, reconnect, installation, or termination charges. *Do Not put 

a hold on Internet or phone service if these are needed for security cameras, security systems, or wireless control of 

thermostat. 

 Store valuables that you are not taking with you in a safe deposit box or secure offsite location.  

 Clean, defrost and unplug refrigerators and freezers, wiping them dry and leaving doors propped open to prevent 

mildew. Also, clean the oven. 

 Arrange for a provider to install/un-install hurricane shutters during South Florida’s Hurricane Season (June 1-

November 30). If you live in an HOA, understand your rules of when and for how long shutters can be installed. 

 Place all outside furniture and small objects inside, or anchor properly, as they may cause serious personal and 

property damage in the event of a severe storm. 

 Secure external doors and windows with deadbolt locks. Install slide locks or other equivalent security locks on sliding 

glass doors or French doors. 

 Do not post your travel or vacation plans on social media sites, as potential thieves can use that information to learn 

that your house is vacant. 

 Have AC units serviced and replace filters. 

 Set Temp to 75-78° and relative humidity to 50-59%. 

 Turn off your electric water heater’s circuit breaker and circulating pump if you have one. No need to heat your water 

when you are gone, this will reduce your energy consumption. 

 Consider shutting off your water main plumbing supply valve at the house*, this will minimize the damage in the event 

of a water heater failure, toilet/faucet hose or the common refrigerator/ice maker hose break. Do not shut off if you do 

not have a separate water line for your fire sprinkler system, irrigation system or auto pool filler.  

 Have a list handy of your service providers with phone numbers in case an emergency repair is needed (electrician, 

plumber, HVAC, pest control, roofer) 

 

If this is too much work, please consider calling Signature Home Watch to help. 

We provide a date, time and GPS stamped electronic report after every visit. 
 

Disclaimer: This is to be used as information only. Always consult a licensed professional for specific recommendations. 
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